AP U.S. History A Pacing Guide

Houston Virtual

Units should not be made available until the beginning of the indicated time frame.

In AP U.S. History, students investigate the development of American economics, politics, and culfure through
historical analysis grounded in primary sources, research, and writing. The equivalent of an infroductory college-
level course, AP U.S. History prepares students for the AP exam and for further study in history, political science,
economics, sociology, and law. Through the examination of historical themes and the application of historical
thinking skills, students learn to connect specific people, places, events, and ideas to the larger trends of U.S. history.
Critical-reading activities, feedback-rich instruction, and application-oriented assignments hone students' ability to
reason chronologically, to interpret historical sources, and to construct well-supported historical arguments.
Students write throughout the course, responding to primary and secondary sources through journal entries, essays,
and visual presentations of historical content. In discussion activities, students respond fo the positions of others
while staking and defending claims of their own. Robust scaffolding, rigorous instruction, relevant material, and
regular opportunities for active learning ensure that students can achieve mastery of the skills necessary to excel on
the AP exam.

Unit 1 — Transformation in North America 1491-1754 (Weeks 1-4)

LESSON 1: THINKING LIKE A HISTORIAN

LESSON 2: FIRST PEOPLES OF NORTH AMERICA

LESSON 3: EUROPEAN COLONIALISM IN NORTH AMERICA
LESSON 4: LABOR IN BRITISH COLONIAL AMERICA
LESSON 5: STRUGGLE FOR POWER IN NORTH AMERICA
LESSON 6: WRAP-UP

Unit 2 — Birth of a New Nation 1754-1800 (Weeks 5-8)

LESSON 1: THE ROAD TO INDEPENDENCE

LESSON 2: DECLARING AND WINNING INDEPENDENCE
LESSON 3: REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENTS

LESSON 4:POLITICAL DEBATES IN THE EARLY REPUBLIC
LESSON 5: WRAP-UP

Unit 3 — Growing Pains of the New Republic: 1800-1848 (Weeks 9-12)

LESSON 1: DEFINING DEMOCRACY: 1800-1848
LESSON 2: THE EARLY INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
LESSON 3: CREATING A REPUBLICAN CULTURE
LESSON 4: SLAVERY AND SOUTHERN EXPANSION
LESSON 5: RELIGION AND REFORM

LESSON 6: WRAP-UP

Unit 4 — Expansion, War, and Reconstruction: 1844-1877 (Weeks 13-16)

LESSON 1: MANIFEST DESTINY AND WESTWARD EXPANSION
LESSON 2: SECTIONAL CRISIS

LESSON 3: THE CIVIL WAR

LESSON 4: RECONSTRUCTION AND THE NEW SOUTH
LESSON 5: WRAP-UP

Unit 5 — Review and Exam (Week 17-18)

LESSON 1: REVIEW AND EXAM

Page | 1



Page | 2



AP U.S. History B Pacing Guide

Houston Virtual

Units should not be made available until the beginning of the indicated time frame.
In AP U.S. History, students investigate the development of American economics, politics, and culfure through
historical analysis grounded in primary sources, research, and writing. The equivalent of an infroductory college-
level course, AP U.S. History prepares students for the AP exam and for further study in history, political science,
economics, sociology, and law. Through the examination of historical themes and the application of historical
thinking skills, students learn to connect specific people, places, events, and ideas to the larger trends of U.S. history.
Crifical-reading activities, feedback-rich instruction, and application-oriented assignments hone students' ability to
reason chronologically, to interpret historical sources, and to construct well-supported historical arguments.
Students write throughout the course, responding to primary and secondary sources through journal entries, essays,
and visual presentations of historical content. In discussion activities, students respond to the positions of others
while staking and defending claims of their own. Robust scaffolding, rigorous instruction, relevant material, and
regular opportunities for active learning ensure that students can achieve mastery of the skills necessary to excel on
the AP exam.

Unit 6 — Industrialization and Culture Change: 1865-1900 (Weeks 1-4)

LESSON 1: CONQUERING A CONTINENT

LESSON 2: INDUSTRIAL AMERICA

LESSON 3: AMERICAN CULTURE IN THE GILDED AGE
LESSON 4: URBANIZATION

LESSON 5: POLITICS OF THE GILDED AGE

LESSON 6: WRAP-UP

Unit 7 — Domestic and Global Challenges: 1890-1945 (Weeks 5-8)

LESSON 1: PROGRESSIVISM

LESSON 2: THE UNITED STATES BECOMES A WORLD POWER
LESSON 3: WORLD WAR |

LESSON 4: THE 1920s

LESSON 5: THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND THE NEW DEAL
LESSON 6: WORLD WAR I

LESSON 7: WRAP-UP

Unit 8 — American in the Age of Liberalism: 1945-1980 (Weeks 9-12)

LESSON 1: COLD WAR AMERICA

LESSON 2: TRIUMPH OF THE MIDDLE CLASS
LESSON 3: THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
LESSON 4: THE 1960s

LESSON 5: THE CONSERVATIVE-LIBERAL DIVIDE
LESSON 6: WRAP-UP

Unit g — Global Capitalism and Redefining the Nation: 1980 -
Present (Weeks 13-16)

LESSON 1: THE NEW CONSERVATISM
LESSON 2: A GLOBAL SOCIETY
LESSON 3: WRAP-UP

Unit 10 — Semester Review and Exam (Weeks 17-18)

LESSON 1: REVIEW AND EXAM
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